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vacant, and the delay was accounted for by the illness of
the sovereign, who was nevertheless in perfect health. All
this excitement took place at the very season we were all
assembled in the capital for the purposes of society. My
father was everywhere, and each night visible. I contrasted
the smiling indifference of his public appearance with the
agonies of ambition which it was my doom alone to witness.
I was alone with my father in his cabinet, when a royal
messenger summoned him to the presence. The King was at
a palace about ten miles from the city. It did not in any way
follow from the invitation that my father was successful:
all that we felt assured of was that the crisis had arrived,
We exchanged looks but not words. Intense as was the
suspense, business prevented me from attending my father,
and waiting in the royal antechamber to hear the great
result. He departed.

I had to receive an important deputation, the discussion
of whose wishes employed the whole morning. It was with
extreme difficulty that I could command my attention.
Never in my life had I felt so nervous. Bach moment a
messenger entered, I believed that he was the important one.
No carriage rolled into the court-yard that did not to my
fancy bear my father. At last the deputation retired, and
then came private interviews and urgent correspondence.
*/It was twilight. The servant had lit one burner of the
lamp when the door opened, and my father stood before me.
I could scarcely refrain from crying out. I pushed out the
astonished waiting-man, and locked the door.

My father looked grave, serious; I thought a little de-
pressed. * All is over/ thought I; and in an instant I began
speculating on the future, and had created much, when my
father's voice called me back to the present scene.

'His Majesty, Contarini/ said my father, in a dry, formal
manner, as if he were speaking to one who had never wit-
nessed his weakness, 'his Majesty has been graciously pleased
to appoint me to the supreme office of presidert of his